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beach, bad suggested to her commander the utter nselessness of
attempting further resistance when he could end matters at
once. Signal was made to cease firing, and instructions were
given to let the men have a hasty luncheon in the cooler air
above decks, after the Viscaya had been driven from the combat,
it being evident that the Colon could not escape. Before the end
came to the Colon, in the chase outward to the Tarquino Eiver,
directions were given to get up a number of extra rounds for
the battery, so that, should the remaining ship venture out of
the bight to escape, she must pass very close, when the Brooklyn
would be able to pump iron into her for a few minutes, which
would end her in short order. Cook suggested also, that even if
she did, unluckily, escape, the victory already gained was over-
whelming; but when Nelson's disappointment over the escape
of two ships at Aboukir Bay was recalled, he agreed with the
commander of the Second Squadron that, if necessary, the Brook-
lyn should chase her to Cadiz.

It was noticed, also, that the motion of the ship in rolling
was not natural, and this suggested an examination of the com-
partments below by the carpenter, which developed the fact that
the after compartment was full of water, thought to be due to
some injury below the water-line. As the extent of the damage
or its cause was not known, it was held to be wiser to wait until
the ship could reach smoother water, to facilitate better handling,
if the damage should be found to be under water.

As ship after ship fell out of the line of battle, they were
disregarded, as it was felt that those vessels which were unable
to keep up the pace of the Brooklyn and Oregon would take care
to save the prisoners.

After the first few moments of the battle, the field was so
covered with smoke that the Indiana and Gloucester could not be
seen, except occasionally. They were seen advancing and were
believed to be doing good work, but the battle changed so rapidly
westward that their share in the work of the day was not imme-
diately under the eye of the commander of the Second Squadron.
About 12.50 p. M. the Brooklyn and Oregon had overhauled
the Colon so much as to have her in range of the thirteen- and
eight-inch guns of both ships. Signal was made to the Oregon
to try her thirteen-inch guns, with the result that the first shellon speed-cone fdl,n the fight,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